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AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 



"Lobby Questions," applicable to school 
superintendents at their Richmond meet- 
ing the last week in February. A member 
of the A. L. A. inquires whether a similar 
plan could not be successfully worked at 
the Washington Conference. We believe 
it could. 

Here is the way Dr. Allen has worked it 
out as illustrated by a couple of questions 
taken at random: 

Systematic instruction of parents in 

helping schools — ask Superintendent 

Horn of Houston. 
Outside co-operation with rural 

schools — ask State Superintendents 

Preston of Washington and Miller of 

Ohio. 

Have you any questions in library work 
that you would like to have answered? 

If so send the questions to A. L. A. head- 
quarters. 

Has your library solved some problem or 
undertaken some enterprise that you think 
would be interesting and valuable to your 
colleagues? 

Send in a brief statement about it to 
headquarters with permission for us to 
print it and refer inquiries to you, as in 
the above two illustrations from Dr. Al- 
len's list. 

We will compile the questions and hints 
sent in and print them in the May Bulletin 
of the A. L. A., and when you get to Wash- 
ington you will doubtless find a chance to 
have a "lobby conference" with the one 
who can help you to answer your question. 

COMMITTEE ON FEDERAL AND STATE 
RELATIONS 

The attention of this Committee was 
called by the librarian of the University of 
Illinois to. the fact that under the inter- 
pretation, by the Government Printing Of- 
fice, of the statute relating to the distribu- 
tion of public documents, the Superin- 
tendent of Documents states that he is not 



allowed to sell public documents to book 
stores or magazine agencies. The Com- 
mittee promptly addressed letters to the 
chairmen of the Senate and House Com- 
mittees on Printing, namely, Senator Dun- 
can U. Fletcher of Florida, and Repre- 
sentative Henry A. Barnhart of Indiana, 
requesting that the statute be amended in 
this respect. We suggest that librarians 
throughout the country cooperate, accord- 
ing to their opportunity, with the Commit- 
tee in endeavoring to achieve this altera- 
tion of the statute. Such sale of public 
documents to book stores and magazine 
agencies will be a convenience to libraries 
which procure all their publications 
through an agent, and will be of great edu- 
cational benefit to the general public. The 
provisions of the law which it is desired 
to amend, prohibit the Superintendent of 
Documents from selling more than one 
copy of any government publication to a 
person or firm dealing in government pub- 
lications for profit. 

The tariff act of October 3, 1913, makes 
the following provision with reference to 
the importation of books by public libra- 
ries, the statute restoring to libraries the 
privilege of importing two copies of each 
item in any one invoice: 

Article 427. "Books, maps, music, en- 
gravings, photographs, etchings, litho- 
graphic prints, and charts, especially im- 
ported, not more than two copies in any 
one invoice, in good faith, for the use and 
by order of any society or institution in- 
corporated or established solely for re- 
ligious, philosophical, educational, scien- 
tific, or literary purposes, or for the en- 
couragement of the fine arts, or for the 
•use and by order of any college, academy, 
school or seminary of learning in the 
United States, or any state or public li- 
brary, and not for sale, subject to such 
regulations as the Secretary of the Treas- 
ury shall prescribe." 

BERNARD C. STEINER, Chairman. 



